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	Good Morning, my name is Sarah.  I work at Raw Materials Company in Port Colborne Ontario and today I am here to talk to you about one of my favorite things…RECYCLING!

I am very excited to be here today and I have lots of questions for YOU and I will be quizzing you at the end!  Be sure your listening!  

Show of hands, how many of you recycle every day?  And I mean EVERY day!

Who can tell me some items that you recycle everyday?

Awesome!  I am impressed!  There are lots of recyclers in this room!
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	Does anyone know what the EBC’s of Battery Recycling are?  
Big or Small.  Every Battery Counts.

Batteries are pretty small but they represent less than 1% of all landfill waste.

That 1% however is responsible for over 80% of the heavy metal waste found in landfills.  So, although small in size batteries have a large impact on our environment when thrown in the garbage.

When batteries are thrown into the garbage it is a waste of natural resources, a waste of energy and it creates more pollution.
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Choose a student
	How many batteries do you think you use in a whole year?
The average person in Canada uses 20 batteries each year.

Put your hand up if you think use less than 20 batteries a year.
Put you hand up if you think you use MORE than 20 batteries a year.

How many people are in your family?  So if each person in your family uses 20 batteries each year, how many batteries does your family use in one year?

	Slide 4





	I bet if you went home tonight and looked in every room in your house you would find something with batteries!  Even in the bathroom, you may have an electric tooth brush…or maybe…your Dad’s nose hair trimmer!

Where are batteries in your home?
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	Do you think it is important to recycle batteries?

Why do you think it’s important to recycle batteries?
· save natural resources
· saves energy 
· reduces pollution
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	What are natural resources?

Natural resources are materials found naturally on earth.  Like trees, water and minerals.  

How does recycling batteries save natural resources, save energy and reduce pollution?
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	What’s inside your typical alkaline battery?

When you recycle your batteries 100% of the materials are recovered!  Not one part of the battery will see the landfill!  

60% or over half of the battery is a combination of Zinc, Manganese & Potassium. 

These are all minerals that are found naturally in the soil.  Plants need these minerals to grow strong and healthy. 

When we recycle batteries are re-use the minerals inside the batteries we are saving these natural resources and reducing the need to mine them from our earth.

15% of a battery is made up of paper and plastic. This paper and plastic is too dirty to make new plastic and paper, so we use is it to create electricity in an energy from waste facility. 

80% of the energy our recycling facility uses comes from the electricity produced by that paper and plastic!

The remaining 25% of the battery is the steel. 100% of the steel is recovered and reused to metal products.  Like your refrigerator or mom and dad’s car!
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	It takes 80% less energy to make something from recycled materials as it does from new materials 

What does that mean?

When we recycle, it is an endless loop.  The valuable natural resources are reused again and again and again.  

By recycling our batteries, we are saving our natural resources by reusing them. 
We are also saving ENERGY!

Whenever we can reuse natural resources it reduces the need to mine resources from our earth which saves ENERGY!  

But it is also reducing pollution!

Every time we need natural resources we need to dig them up from our earth!  Think about all the big machines needed to dig up natural resources and all the fuel needed to run those machines! 

Mining or digging resources and refining them is a major cause of green house gas emissions.  

So when we recycle our batteries we reduce the need to mine and refine resources which saves energy and reduces pollution!
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	So if everyone is Canada use 20 batteries a year, and there is 30 million people in Canada that’s more than 700 million batteries!  That’s just Canada and only 1 year.
How much is 700 million batteries exactly?
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	700 Million batteries weighs the same as 1728 school buses!

If every person in Canada threw their batteries into the garbage, it would the same weight as if we threw 1728 school buses into the garbage!

What do you think- should Canada throw all their batteries in the garbage?

When batteries are thrown into the garbage all of the valuable resources inside are just wasted.  

Recycling rates continue to grow, especially in Ontario.  In 2017 Ontario recycled 50% of the batteries that were sold into the province.  But that’s means 50% is still being landfilled.
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	We need your help!

Your school is participating in the Ontario Schools Battery Recycling Challenge .  We have asked your school to take the OSBRC Pledge.  I’d like to ask all of you to take the OSBRC Pledge.

Do you think you can recycle as many batteries as you use in one year?

The average household uses 1.36kgs a year.  We want to see if everyone in your school can recycle their share.  You will all have to work together to reach this goal.  To help you along the way we will give you an OSBRC pledge badge for each milestone your school reaches.  
We have created a Provincial Prize Pool and Raw Materials Company donates money for every kilogram of alkaline batteries collected from every school.  The more batteries recycled the bigger the prize pool!

If your school reaches 100% of your OSBRC Pledge your school will win a cash prize at the end of the Challenge.

We also have top prizes for schools that recycle the most batteries and for schools that have the most batteries recycled by average student body average.

I’d like to show you a quick recap video from last years challenge.
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	RECAP VIDEO
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	Can anyone here tell me what SickKids Foundation is?

Every battery your school recycles helps to raise funds for SickKids Hospital Foundation.

Not only are you helping the environment but you are also helping one another,  
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	Why are we recycling batteries?
Support SickKids Foundation
Helps your school
Saves natural resources
Saves energy
Reduces pollution
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	How can you help?

Bring your dead single use alkaline batteries from home to school in a zip lock baggie.  
AAs, AAAs, Cs,Ds, 9volt and 6volt batteries.  Please do not bring any rechargeable batteries or car batteries.  Ask your family and friends if they have batteries you can recycle for them
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	Now before you go out and ask your friends, family, neighbours…search for batteries in flashlights, toothbrushes and leave no toy unchecked I think we should talk a little about safety first!

Batteries are fine to touch when their intact, but you may find a battery that is old and leaking. If you see one that is leaking, you should ask mom or dad to put it in a zip lock bag for you and you can recycle it inside the bag. 

The leaking fluid is potassium chloride, which is essentially a form of salt. It can irritate your skin if you touch it, so mom or dad should wash their hands if they get any on their fingers. 

I know I don’t have to tell you this next one because you all seem like a bunch of very smart students but you should never, ever put a battery in your mouth. The small batteries that look like coins are a serious choking hazard. Or your nose.
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	The next thing we need to talk about is the proper way to prepare your batteries before you recycle them.  
Some batteries need YOUR help to get ready for recycling!  I’m going to show you a quick video.
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	TAPESTER VIDEO

	Slide 19
	When you store your batteries at home before you bring them in for recycling keep them in a plastic container.  You can reuse an old margarine or yogurt tub!  Keep your batteries in a cool dry area and again out of reach from your baby brother or sister!
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	Now, I want to see how well you have been listening!  I want to test your knowledge of battery recycling!!

X-QUIZ ME
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	How many batteries does the average person use in one year? 

	Slide 22
	Name the 3 tapesters?
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	What resource is not inside a battery?
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	Which batteries are the PLUS 2?
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	Zinc, manganese and potassium are all...
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	Which types of batteries should not be brought to school for recycling?
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	Now, just when you thought this couldn’t possibly get more exciting, I have more exciting news to tell you!!

You can win super cool prizes for helping to collect batteries for recycling!  You can register online with your parents for our Student Missions.   By completing Student Missions, you are helping your school’s collections, helping raise money for SickKids, saving resources, saving energy and reducing pollution!  
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	STUDENT MISSION VIDEO

Who wants to be a battery boss?
How many missions do you need to complete to become an official battery boss?

Everyone will be going home with a bookmark today with the link to register online.
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	Now for all of the teachers in the room, we have many resources for you to use and we even have some mini-units available to help you tie battery recycling into the curriculum. 

To download the resources, you’ll need access to the Staff username and password that was provided on the form when your school signed up. If you haven’t already done so, be sure to circulate the Letter to Staff which includes that username and password. 

So tell me…
If your school wins, what would you use the money for?



